Peregrine Protocol

The London Peregrine Working Group [PWG] has been created to coordinate work, and improve protection, for peregrines within Greater London
.

We aim to make as much information public as is safe to do so. The ultimate arbiters of this will be the Metropolitan Police’s Wildlife Crime Unit.

Information about peregrine lifecycles, behaviour and statistical data can be shared openly. 

Information about nest locations cannot.

The PWG has devised a procedure to extend protection for London’s growing peregrine population. We also recognise that there is potential for conflict between building owners/users and peregrines as the birds increase in number in the Capital. Our aim is to reduce and/or manage this conflict.

We are keen to ensure that the birds are protected while also ensuring they live sustainably alongside people. This may mean authorised intervention to enhance or create suitable nest sites, undertaken by licensed individuals.

People operating outside of the approved protocol could be prosecuted, even if their actions were well intentioned. 

The Met’s Wildlife Crime Unit can be contacted via:

020 7230 8898 or wildlife@met.police.uk
The London Peregrine Partnership can be contacted via

020 7808 1260 or London@rspb.org.uk
More information on peregrines can be found at:

www.london-peregrine-partnership.org.uk and www.londonperegrines.com/ 

The flow diagram over the page shows the protocol detailing what members of the public or animal hospitals/rescue centres should do when peregrines, their nests and/or eggs are discovered.

Protocol for responding to reports of new peregrine sightings in London





Follow-up actions:





Communicate with building users to ensure they are informed


Regular monitoring to ensure security, especially during breeding season


Updating of PWG records to include new arrivals


Tracking to identify daytime roost sites


Potential for public showing


Adding to our knowledge of urban peregrines





Questions to resolve:





Vulnerability. To be assessed by licensed individual


The need to alert building owners of the birds presence


Is the nest likely to interfere with building maintenance/access


Whether an artificial nest should/could be installed


Whether an artificial nest could be installed in a better location on the building to reduce the birds impact on residents/building maintenance


Benefits of ringing birds and chicks





WCU to decide whether there is potential for disturbance of a schedule 1 bird and inform PWG for the records.





Is it the breeding season, is the bird injured or are eggs suspected?





Discovering a new nest/Found a peregrine





 Contact PWG





No





Licensed individual from PWG to check security of nest/bird, then reports to WCU.





Contact


WCU








Yes





No








Yes








Is it accessible?





Key:





WCU = Wildlife Crime Unit





PWG = Peregrine Working Group








� We have adopted the LNHS definition for Greater London of being within a 20-mile radius of St Paul’s.





